
Meet Tom Hunt 
 

Tom Hunt makes his home in Strathroy, Ontario. He has had 
many careers, salesman, youth pastor, and finally as a missionary 
he founded a nonprofit organization. When a friend asked if he 
was familiar with bio-sand filters, he did some research and in 
April 2011 attended his first of three A Vision For Clean Water 
workshops. Tom’s life was changed.  
 
He then called a friend, Pastor Alex in Maisi, Cuba to ask if there 
was a need for clean water in his village.  Maisi is in a very poor 
and remote area 4 to 5 hours from a medical facility by motorized 
vehicle, which the residents don’t have. The answer to Tom’s 
question was a resounding Yes, as the people of the village were 
drinking contaminated rainwater.  Though sad, it was the perfect 
situation.  Thus began a series of visits to Maisi. His ninth water 
purification trip is planned for the summer of 2014.  
  
The process of installing the first bio-sand filter in Maisi proved 
difficult.  Getting the mold to the village took 17 hours on 
washboard-like roads.  With great anticipation they poured the 
first filter.  But they could not extract the filter from the mold and 
had to break the filter. The second and third attempts were also 
unsuccessful.  After more research Tom returned several months 
later with a welder friend who made adjustments to the mold. 
They then successfully poured and extracted their first filter.  
 
The Maisi water project has had the biggest impact on village 
resident Manuel, who oversees the project and is paid a small 
amount for every filter he installs. When Tom taught Manuel, Tom 
had built just two filters. Manuel has now built 120 filters.  Manuel 
is gracious and kind with a loving spirit.  Because each of the 
families who receive a filter has to help with the sifting and 
washing of sand, Manuel is actively building relationships.   
 
In one year 120 water filters have been installed in Maisi homes.  
The goal for 2014 is 300 more filters. Tom says “I have a passion 
to do all I can to help provide safe clean drinking water to the 
people of Maisi.” 
 

 
Upcoming Event 

 
Sanitation Workshop June 4-8                 
Register at: 
www.avisionforcleanwater.org 
 
We need volunteers for the 
following activities: 

 Workshop registration 

 Photo taking 

 Creating a pictorial history  

 Marketing and fund raising 

 Mailings 
 
 

Make a donation, provide a 
full or partial workshop 
scholarship, or learn more 
about us at: 
www.avisionforcleanwater.org 
 

 

 
 
Alex, Manuel and Tom Hunt in Maisi, 
Cuba 
See Tom on Facebook at: 
One22Ministries 
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Reintroducing Erica Gwynn, AVFCW Board member 
 
Thank you gifts come in many shapes and sizes. Aquatic 
toxicologist, Erica Gywnn, received a very unusual thank you 
at a village ceremony in Tanzania, a live goat.   
 
Erica’s demanding Rotary International position as Manager of 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and Manager of 
RI/USAID International H2O Collaboration gives her a great 
opportunity to see the world and interact with volunteers on 
the ground and ministries of education and health. Erica says, 
“They work together and collaborate to achieve common goals 
of preserving the environment and bringing WASH services to 
everyone, making it a basic human right.” 
 
Erica has two important career mentors. One is University of 
Wisconsin’s Jonathan Patz, a leader in bridging the 
environment and public health arenas.  Professor Patz helped 
Erica select Mexico as the research location for her Rotary 
International Ambassadorial Scholarship.  It was through 
Erica’s presentation on this research at a local Rotary meeting 
that she met her second mentor, Eileen Heasley. Eileen, a 
retired kindergarten teacher, has inspired Erica by her 
volunteer activities and dedication to clean water worldwide. It 
was through Eileen that Erica attended water purification and 
sanitation workshops, became an AVFCW Board member and 
then interim Executive Director.   
 
The AVFCW workshops have given Erica, who oversees 
multiple projects and programs mostly in East Africa and 
Central America, important networking opportunities.  At the 
September 2013 Sanitation Workshop Erica met Juliana 
Msaghaa, a district officer for Tanzania’s Ministry of Health. 
Juliana introduced Erica to the WASH team in her Ministry.  
This connection gave Erica an opportunity to explain Rotary to 
Tanzania's WASH team and describe how Rotary operates in 
Tanzania, and how their work is in line with the Ministry’s 
mission and goals.   
 
Erica often works behind the scenes or with locals in the field. 
She and her team are very aware of the importance of 
sustainability. They make process improvements based on 
past lessons learned, something that had been previously 
ignored. Erica brings great insight, information and networking 
opportunities to her new position. We are thrilled that she is an 
AVFCW Board member. 

 
 
 
 

 
Erica Gwynn 

 
Quick Bits 

 
Volunteer needed to audit AVFCW 
books. Contact John Heasley, Treasurer 
and Co-Founder at: 
jheasley@core.com 

 
DID YOU KNOW THAT 100% OF YOUR 
DONATION TO A VISION FOR CLEAN 
WATER GOES DIRECTLY TO SUPPORT 
OUR MISSION.  WE HAVE NO PAID STAFF 
AND NO ADMINISTRATIVE OVERHEAD.  
  
To help us save postage costs you can 
receive The Vision electronically. Please 
send your email address or any changes 
in your contact information to Phil 
Abraham at: pabraham@imprsv.com 
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