
 

This past April, A Vision for Clean Water co-founder Eileen Heasley 

and Board Member Dr. Jeannette Saquet traveled to Lebanon to help 

improve water quality in the country’s approximately 1200 public 

schools.  

 

Eileen and Jeannette assessed the Lebanese Rotarians’ pilot school 
water project, provided feedback for improvements and offered 
suggestions for strategies to assure sustainability.  They also will be 
writing grant proposals to raise the estimated $2,000,000 necessary 
to bring clean water and hygiene/sanitation education to all 
Lebanese public schools.      
 
Although some water filters and other water purification methods 
were already installed in the pilot schools, it was clear that there 
was a need to instruct school administrators and staff on proper 
maintenance and replacement of components.  Also, information 
about the importance of hygiene, especially routine washing of 
hands, needed to be emphasized.  Some teachers, parents and 
students even needed convincing that the filtered water was safe. 
 
The situation in Lebanon has been made even more challenging by 
the number of Syrian immigrants taking asylum from the unrest in 
their own county.  Educating multiple cultures about the importance 
of clean water, hygiene and sanitation has exacerbated the 
challenges to improving water quality.  
 

The long-term goal is two-fold:  
1) all Lebanese public schools 
will have clean drinking                       
water within five years; and  
2) the local population will 
receive training to 
independently maintain water 
purification methods and 
demonstrate efficient hygiene 
and sanitation practices.  

 

See their video on YouTube at http://youtu.be/s4xQbQLXrmQ  

 
 

 

 
A smiling Lebanese schoolboy drinks 

water from his school fountain. 

 

 

Upcoming Event 

 
A Sanitation Workshop is being 
planned for spring of 2014. 
 
We need volunteers for the 
following activities: 

• Workshop registration 

• Photo taking 

• Creating a pictorial history  

• Preparing materials for the 
workshop 

• Mailings 
 

Make a donation, provide a 

full or partial workshop 

scholarship, or learn more 

about us at: 
 

www.avisionforcleanwater.org        
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We met Hilary Miller, a Peace Corpse volunteer in Peru, in the 

June newsletter. Here is the latest communication from Hilary 

to the Vision Board: 

 

I am working with the provincial government these days and the 

Peruvian Department of Health as the municipality refuses to 

improve their water system. The authorities have declared the 

water systems in my district in a state of emergency due to 

neglect and mismanagement, which believe it or not is a good 

thing. So to begin we are doing an evaluation of the water 

systems in all of district (or State), with the intent on installing 

cloro gas and improving/repairing many parts--as well as training 

the local Health Posts who are in charge of water quality 

monitoring. I am also working to recognize the management of 

the systems, thus with the authorities, am organizing many 

meetings to persuade the municipality to comply with the laws 

and do their jobs, the health posts to do a better job, and 

JAAS/water committee leaders to reorganize the management. 

My god! I never thought I would be so heavily involved in 

politics! I am awful at it as I have no diplomatic skills 

whatsoever. But the objective is potable water for the entire 

district (with a bit of added arsenic) and proper management. 

Wish me some fortitude and patience for I sure do need it! 

 Due to all the above I am overwhelmed with 

work… To boot I have multiple other projects 

(health fairs, developing worming and lice 

programs for the kids with the local health 

posts, land title issues with several 

communities (very complicated) and even a 

solar power project! Again I am ill with “el 

gripe,” but am maintaining.  

 

 

 

We would like to hear about your project and feature you in an 

upcoming edition of  The Vision.   
Please contact Maureen.B.Field@gmail.com   
 
 

 
 

Quick Bits 

 
DID YOU KNOW THAT 100% OF YOUR 
DONATION TO A VISION FOR CLEAN 

WATER GOES DIRECTLY TO SUPPORT 
OUR MISSION.  THERE IS NO PAID STAFF 
AND NO ADMISITRATIVE OVERHEAD.  
  
To help us save postage costs you can 
receive The Vision electronically. Please 
send your email address or any changes to 
your contact information to 
kzielinski@avisionforcleanwater.org 
 
 

When we wash our hands, the Mayo 
Clinic says to work in the soap for at least 
twenty seconds.  That seems like a long 
time, but if you picture yourself with some 
dried water-soluble paint on your hands, 
you realize that it does take some time and 
effort.  The purpose is to get the dirt into 
an emulsion. Next, it takes some careful 
rinsing to get it all off.  A quick casual rinse 
leaves some dirt and soap and the soap is 
not a disinfectant, get it all off!   
http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/hand
-washing/HQ00407 
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