
 
 
Former workshop participants and presenters continue to report 
their adventures “in the field.”  Hilary Miller, who attended two 
workshops and assisted in presenting a third, provides us with the 
following account of her life as a Peace Corpse volunteer in Peru.  Her 
unique perspective has given her insight into the urgent need for the 
implementation of water filters, as well as for education in  hygiene 
and sanitation.   Below are excerpts from a recent letter by Hillary to 
the Vision Board: 
 
 
My new room is glorious compared to the cell of a 
room I was living in before.  It is huge, with two 
large windows … and two doors.  It is a separate 
structure but part of a family house lot. …The 
mother of the house, Delia, is a tiny woman, but 
strong as a young man from working in her chacra, 
or fields, where she grows maize and cotton. 
 
She is married to a quiet man, Papicom, and for both this is their 
second marriage.  …  Extended and/or large families help with the 
burden of life.  They distribute the work, income, allow for free time 
or personal time, and form as well as feed much of the social hunger 
of each. 
 
My days usually begin at 5:30 when the first bread seller begins his 
rounds through the streets.  Carrying a large paper potato sack 
thrown over his shoulder, he slowly walks the blocks shouting in a 
deep tonal voice, “PAN.”  Other bread sellers circuit a little later, 
squeezing their little clown horns over and over so the residents of 
the house know bread is here.  Women softly come out to purchase a 
bundle and bring back for the first meal of the day.   
 
Later in the morning the fish or chicken sellers creep through the 
neighborhood in their clanking cars chanting over their loud 
speakers… . 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A new career opportunity in water, 
sanitation and hygiene has taken me to 
Chicago, Illinois.  I will continue to 
serve on the Vision Board as 
Cofounder Eileen Heasley steps into 
the position of Executive Director.  
Some great workshops and volunteer 
opportunities are coming up soon!  
Enjoy the newsletter. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
The Sanitation Workshop is 
scheduled for September 26-29.  
See avisionforcleanwater.org for 
more information. 
 
We need volunteers for the 
following activities: 

• Workshop registration 
• Photo taking 
• Creating a pictorial history  
• Preparing materials for the 

workshop 
• Mailings 
  

Erica Gwynn will present at the 
Lisbon international water 
conference in June this year. 
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Delia usually cooks lunch, which is the main meal of the day, 
which I pay and share with them.  However, as everyone 
works, it is not a sit-down affair.  Nevertheless, there is a 
mountain of food, consisting primarily of carbohydrates that 
just don’t go down that easily in the spiking summer heat, or 
in general. 
 
Every day is different regarding work.  Some days I am off to 
a different pueblito by 7 a.m. to meet with various groups or 
to inspect something.  Other days I leave later in the morning 
to go to the district capital to speak with the alcalde (mayor).  
Sometimes I  
 
The churro couple comes, with hot fried sweet bread dipped 
in sugar, or with dulche de leche oozing out of the center.   
Other nights, hot picarones, the Peruvian fired sweet bread, 
is offered by someone wandering the streets wanting to 
make a few extra soles. … 
Dinner at home is always hot chicken soup with lots of 
noodles or rice …crackers, tea, sometimes cheese and olives, 
or cucumber salad… .  If I am not too busy with work, I read 
in bed with the fan blowing at me, do a little star watching 
while I brush my teeth outside, and bed by 100 or 11. … 
 
 
As for my projects… well, that’s going to take a whole 
other letter to describe (them).  To give a quick hint, I … 
will be  (working) as a long-term project … for 
community rights to safe water.  The projects I prefer to 
be involved in and am looking forward to are smaller 
sanitation efforts and hygiene and water filter 
campaigns.  I will describe all in more detail in the next 
installment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Learn more about us or make a donation at 
www.avisionforcleanwater.org         

 
 

Quick Bits 
 

  "Rita Grewe, a past workshop participant, 
has started to present “clean water” 
seminars to elementary school children.  
To date she has presented nine classes to 
youngsters at St. Valentine Grade School in 
Redford, MI.  Her talks focused on the 
importance of conserving water and the 
need for clean water in third world 
countries.  The kids loved it.  If  your 
school is interested in a seminar contact 
Rita at greweparents@yahoo.com  
or 248-288-6432." 
 
The wine tasting  fund raiser was a huge 
success.  We raised almost $700 to 
advance our work. 
 
Eileen Heasley and Jeannette Saquet had a 
very successful visit to Lebanon.  We will 
detail their trip in our September issue. 

 
 

• We would like to tell your 
story/describe your project. 

• To receive your newsletter 
electronically.  

 
Contact Kathy Zielinski: 
kzielinski@avisionforcleanwater.org 
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